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NMCI SEAFARERS’ 
CONfERENCE 2026

P R O G R A M M EP R O G R A M M E
Date

19th March 2026
Location 

National Maritime 
College of Ireland (NMCI), 

Ringaskiddy, Cork, P43XV65 

Time
9:00 to 17.00

Registration8.15 - 8.55

9.00 - 9.10

9.10 - 9.20

9.20 - 9.30

9.30 - 9.50

MC: Mr. Damien Tiernan - Journalist

Context Update from Seafarers’ Conference 2025:

NMCI Alumni: Stephanie Hyde McIntyre

NMCI Alumni: Fionn Curtis

Welcome Address

Professor Maggie Cusack - President Munster Technological University

Opening Address

Mr. Timmy Dooley T.D.
Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine with special 
responsibility for Fisheries and the Department of the Environment, Climate and 
Communications with special responsibility for the Marine (Video Address)

Conference Joint Keynote Address: 

Vice Adm. Mark Mellett (Rtd.) - The Geostrategic Context 

Capt. Ann Pletschke (Nautical Institute) - The Maritime Context
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1st Session

2nd Session

9.50 - 10.10

10.10 - 11.15

10.10 - 10.15

10.15 - 10.25

10.25 - 10.35

10.35 - 10.45

Ireland’s Climate, Energy and the Environment
A Policy Discussion- in Conversation with Damien Tiernan.

Panel Speakers:

Oonagh Buckley
Secretary General Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment

Dr. Susan Steele, Executive Director
European Fisheries Control Agency

The impact of Technology and Artificial Intelligence (AI) on the Future of 
Seafaring

Chair: Vice Admiral Mark Mellett (Rtd.)

Panel Speakers:

Capt. Ann Pletschke - Nautical Institute - STEER Project

David Kiely - EU Maritime Affairs Attaché 

William Priestley - Director of Maritime Transport, Department of Transport

David Noronha 
Head of Future Networks & Strategic Offshore Planning Innovation & Planning- EirGrid

Dr. Hazel Murray - Chair of Cyber Skills - Munster Technological University

Panel Introduction

Vice Admiral Mark Mellett (Rtd.)

Capt. Ann Pletschke
Nautical Institute -STEER Project - The Introduction of New Systems and Working 
Practices to Seafarers at Sea and Ashore

David Kiely
Ireland’s First Maritime Security Strategy

William Priestley
Understanding Ireland’s forthcoming Ports Policy
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10.45 - 10.55

10.55 -11.05

11.05-11.15

David Noronha
The Future of Ireland’s Offshore (and Onshore) Grid

Dr. Hazel Murray
The Importance of Cyber Security to Maritime Security

Q&A

Tea/Coffee - Networking

3rd Session

11.15 - 11.45

11.45 - 12.55

11.45 - 11.50

11.50 - 12.00

12.00 - 12.10

12.10 - 12.20

Enabling Maritime Industry through Data - The Ocean Currency

Chair: Commander Roberta O’Brien 
	 Officer Commanding and Commandant Naval College and  
	 Associate Head of NMCI.

Panel Speakers:

Caitríona Nic Aonghusa - Section Manager at the Marine Institute

Moira Walsh - Project Director, Tonn Nua Offshore Wind Farm, ESB.

Brendan Byrne - CEO Irish Fish Processors and Exporters Association

Dr. Dónal Griffin - Fair Seas Ireland Campaign Coordinator

Dr. Robert McCabe - Maritime Security Researcher - NMCI

Panel Introduction

Commander Roberta O’Brien

Caitríona Nic Aonghusa
The Importance of Data to Maritime Industrial Development

Moira Walsh
Developing Tonn Nua and the Importance of Data

Brendan Byrne
The Fishing Industry Perspective and the Importance of Data
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12.20 - 12.30

12.30 - 12.40

12.40 - 12.55

Dr. Dónal Griffin
The Importance Data to Marine Protection

Dr. Robert McCabe
The Importance of Data to Maritime Security

Panel Discussion and Q&A

Lunch
with thanks to the IMDO, and New 
Simulator Tours

13.00 - 14.30

4th Session14.30 - 15.30

14.30 - 14.35

14.35 - 14.40

12.55 - 13.00

Skills Needs for a Digital Ocean Economy

Chair: Dr. Seán McSweeney - Dean Faculty of Engineering MTU

Panel Speakers:

Sarah Miley - Construction and Green Skills Policy Unit, DFHERIS

Liam Lacey - Director of Irish Maritime Development Office (IMDO)

Thomas Campbell - General Manager Clyde Marine Training - Merchant Navy Training 
Board (MNTB) UK

Dr. Jaime Veiga - Senior Project Officer, European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA)

Rachael McFarlane - Skillnet Offshore Wind Academy Manager

Panel Introduction

Dr. Seán McSweeney

Sarah Miley
Preparing for Future Skills Needs - Update on Ireland’s Offshore Wind Skills Hub

Dr. Brian Devitt
Head of Department of Maritime Studies at NMCI- Introduction to the NMCI’s Newest 
Technology - The Engine and Marine Bridge Simulator Suite & Freefall Lifeboat 
Simulator- “Sea for Yourself and Join a Lunchtime Tour”.
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14.50 - 15.00

15.00 - 15.10

15.10 - 15.15

15.15 - 15.30

Thomas Campbell
The Future of Skills Training for Maritime Careers

Jaime Veiga
EMSA the Strategic European Safety Context for Future Maritime skills

Panel Discussion and Q&A

5th Session15.30 - 16.30

15.30 - 15.40

15.40 - 15.50

15.50 - 15.55

What Success Will Look Like?

Chair: Peter Coyle - Chairman of the Marine Renewables Industry Association (MRIA)

Panel Speakers:

Capt. Robert McCabe - Chair Seafood/ORE WG

Brian Hogan - Chief Surveyor, Marine Survey Office, Department of Transport

Stephanie Hyde McIntyre - Chief Officer at Irish Ferries 

Fionn Curtis - 3rd Engineering Officer with Holland America Line

Capt. Robert McCabe
Seafood/ORE WG Update

Brian Hogan
Chief Surveyor’s Update

Stephanie Hyde McIntyre
Reflections on Today’s Discussions

Rachael McFarlane
The Importance of Micro-Credentials to Skills Needs for our Ocean Economy

14.40 - 14.50
Liam Lacey
Future Skills Needs for the Maritime Economy
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16.00 - 16.30

Marian Harkin T.D.
Minister of State with responsibility for Further Education, Apprenticeship, 
Construction, and Climate Skills (Video Address)

Dr. Seán McSweeney
Dean Faculty of Engineering MTU

Panel Discussion and Q&A

Closing Address16.30 - 16.45

Wrap-Up, Farewell 
& Thank You 

16.45 - 17.00

15.55 - 16.00
Fionn Curtis
Reflections on Today’s Discussions
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in association with Department of Climate, Energy and the Evironment

#SeafarersConf26

With thanks to our conference supporters


